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PERSONAL
DEVELOPMENT
THROUGH TANDEM
LANGUAGE LEARNING

By OTTO KORHONEN

Do our societies value the
knowledge of foreign languages
less these days? This appears to be
the case, at least in Finland, where
the number of entrants to the Ma-
triculation Examination (Ylioppi-
laskirjoitukset) in the field of for-
eign languages has declined be-
tween 2010 and 2019. Particu-
larly Swedish, French and German
languages have lost a lot of their
appeal. Meanwhile subjects such
as chemistry, biology and physics
have become ever more popular.

Is this necessarily surprising?
Not at all. These subjects tend to
lead to paths toward steady pro-
fessions with good pay. One still
wonders, whether we are losing an
important aspect of life by sticking
to only speaking one or two lan-
guages. Can you truly grasp the

ideas of various authors through
translations? If, as is suggested,
language plays an important role in
constructing our experience living
in the world, would learning new
languages not improve our under-
standing of the universe as well?

Well, sometimes it is simply
understandable. Learning a lan-
guage is hard work and the way we
often do it might lead to poor re-
sults. First of all, sitting down with
your textbook to memorize new
words after a rough day of study-
ing, let us say eight hours or so,
does not sound overly appealing.
After months, perhaps even a year
or two you finally visit the country
where they speak the language you
have been learning to the point of
near madness. Upon your arrival
you realize the cold, hard truth: it
is challenging to understand the
natives, and even worse, you are
simply unable to express yourself
spontaneously. As a matter of fact
you do not properly speak the lan-
guage. Why did you even bother
trying?

Luckily this does not have to

happen. Tandem language learn-
ing could be a helpful way to truly
learn a language without spending
much time in a foreign country.
The concept is simple. Two per-
sons, both willing to learn each
others native languages, meet up
and split the time evenly to speak
both languages. A social event
with benefits, if there ever was one!
It is easy to tailor the themes of the
meetings to meet the needs of both
parties. Importantly, you have a
chance to practice direct commu-
nication with someone, who has
the knowledge to correct your mis-
takes.

Sounds like a fair trade. Give
the method a try. All you have
to do is find a partner! Luckily
this is not a problem in our mod-
ern world with its numerous apps
and social media platforms. One
can also try finding one through
associations such as the Erasmus
Student Network. Let’s go out and
reinvigorate languages!

Otto Korhonen
ottokor@student.uef. fi

Where one can get started: e http://jomoni.fi/toiminta/kielikurssit/290-2/
e https://www.facebook.com/pg/ESNJoensuu/groups/

Joensuu City Orchestra, October 2019: (https://www.joensuu. fi/kaupunginorkesteri)

e Thu 7.11. at 19, Friendship of a hundred years, Carelia hall, 24/22/5
e Thu 14.11. at 19, Swinging, swenging and entertainment, Carelia hall, 30/28/20
e Thu 21.11. at 19, Duo Tiksola, Carelia hall, 24/22/5

e Sat 30.11. at 18, Carmina Burana, Joensuu Areena, 15/15/5

More information: https://issuu.com/joensuunkaupunginteatteri/docs/kausiesite_syksy_
2019_low/24 (ticket price classes: adult/pensioner/student, child, unemployed, civil/army service people )

Aytag Yiiriik¢ii, aytacyurukcu@hotmail . com, cultural reporter, UEFDSA newspaper


ottokor@student.uef.fi
http://jomoni.fi/toiminta/kielikurssit/290-2/
https://www.facebook.com/pg/ESNJoensuu/groups/
https://www.joensuu.fi/kaupunginorkesteri
https://issuu.com/joensuunkaupunginteatteri/docs/kausiesite_syksy_2019_low/24
https://issuu.com/joensuunkaupunginteatteri/docs/kausiesite_syksy_2019_low/24
aytacyurukcu@hotmail.com
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Call ffor Papers

We call for all the scientific essays, unpublished abstract papers, philosophical writings, and
summaries or research with the authors’ name on it. If you are a member of DSA, staff member
of the UEF or otherwise interested in themes of science and philosophy you can submit your
paper in all these categories. We will start our science paper in the following UEFDSA
Newspaper issues. Do you want to publish more general material? Do you wish to fatten your
writer portfolios? Now there is a great chance to do that and also let other people actually know
about your research.

One reason for this call of papers is to promote doctoral students and researchers alike for the
wider audience and also promote the constant effort that we do during the doctoral studies. We
also want to open this forum for methodological development and general scientific reference
frame development that requires more philosophical reach than many of the peer-review papers
would allow. This includes also themes that are still within the realm of speculation and try-
out phases. Send papers to aritervashonka@hotmail.com for the edit.

Science categories will be

L. Scientific essays
II. Philosophical writings
1. Summaries of research

IV.  Unpublished abstract papers
V. Methodological essays
VI.  Book reviews

Freedom for the scientific essays!

Ari J. Tervashonka — vice editor in chief
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THE SECRET BEHIND
THE GAME OF
FLOORBALL

By LENKA DVORAKOVA

‘What is the difference between
Finnish extrovert and Finnish in-
trovert? The introvert one will look
on the tip of his shoes, the extrovert
on the tips of yours.’

But that is not true when it comes
to the magical game of floorball.
Give a Finn a floorball stick and
a perforated ball and the look on
their face changes. You can see
a spark in the eyes and dare I say
even a hint of an emotion?

I know I fell in love with this sport
almost immediately. I usually play
floorball with the Syketta turn on
Mondays. It’s a perfect way how
to meet Finnish people and share
a few silent minutes on the substi-
tute bench with them. The only
words we exchange are an occa-
sional ‘Hyvidd’, when something
exceptionally good has happened
and ‘Vaihdot’ to signal the next in
line it’s their time to shine.

After a year of regular playing I am
starting to feel a bit more confident
with my game. I am comfortable to
run with the ball and when I pass,
it goes to the general direction of
the player I intended to pass. But
shooting a goal is still an incredibly
big deal for me. And more so in
this game, where the goalkeeper is
a cutout leaving only five very tiny
holes, as small as the ball itself. 1
learned to suppress the overcom-
ing urge to celebrate the goal as
an American football player would
celebrate a touchdown in NFL. In-
stead I now celebrate the Finnish

Pankt

way: a small smile, nod to the
passer and tap the floor three times
with the stick. Four when it was
an especially good shot.

Last time I was on fire. I was in
the way only when I was supposed
to be in the way, and one could
say that I was beneficial. And I
scored. And it was magnificent. I
faked left, went right (an untrained
eye would mistake it for tripping
over my own shoe) and the cut-out
of a goalkeeper had no chance
than just let the ball hit the net. It
was so fast he didn’t even turn his
head. I proceeded with the humble
celebrations, head down, but a big

smile. ‘Hyvaid!” a teammate said
to me and patted me on the back.
With his stick. One would think it
would be distant and impersonal,
but I have never felt so honored.
And I was chosen as a speaker at
my graduation ceremony. That’s
when I understand the secret be-
hind the magic of the game of the
floorball. You can get the phys-
ical contact without losing your
personal space. It will always be
there, within floorball stick’s reach.

Lenka Dvorakova
lenka.dvorakova@uef. fi


lenka.dvorakova@uef.fi
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FLOORBALL 9 The floorball ball has 26 holes and thousands
. ; of dimples, which helps to reduce the air re-

By LENKA DVORAKOVA

Floorball is a type of indoor hockey, which is
played with five players and a goalkeeper. This game
was developed in Sweden in 1970s. The first official
floorball club in the world was founded in 1979 in
Sala, Sweden. Floorball is a fast and exciting game
which is engaging both to play and to watch.

Floorball goes multilingual

® Finnish: salibandy

9: Czech: florbal
® German: unihockey

e Estonian: saalihoki

Swedish, Norwegian: innebandy.

Maybe you have heard Finns use another term for
floorball: sdhly. Sahly is a hobby version of floorball,
where the rules are not as strict and the requirements
on the space are lower. The word sdhly comes from
the finnish verb sdhldtd, which means to fumble, or
to fool around.

Did you know

9 There have been 12 World Championships
since 2008. Only five countries have won

medals (Finland Sweden, Norway, Czech Republic

and Switzerland).

sistance (and leave painful bruises in the shape of
ladybird :) ).
@ Technique, when player lift the ball in the air
on the stick and with fast movements keep
the ball on the stick, is called ‘zorro’.
In Switzerland a modified floorball game has
developed. It is played with 3 players with no
goalkeeper and on a smaller field. This style is called
‘kleinfield’ (small field) as opposed to the ‘grossfield’
(big field), which is the floorball with international

rules.
@ The International Floorball Federation have
applied for inclusion in the 2020 Summer
Olympics in Tokyo, but unfortunately didn’t go
through the first phase. There will be five new sports
in the upcoming Tokyo Games: baseball/softball,
karate, skateboarding, sport climbing and surfing.
@ The last world championship was held in
Prague in December 2018 and welcomed
over 180 000 fans, breaking the attendance record for
the floorball world championship.
@ The next world championship will be held
next December in the land of the reigning
champions: in Finland!

{! ! Want to join us?

 —— s R <L

Visit: https://syketta.fi/

Photo source 1: https://www.tokmanni.fi/salibandypallo-3kpl-varillinen-6419675222558
Photo source 2: https://www.tokmanni.fi/salibandymaila-95-cm-6419675223395
Love both floorball and music? Make a floor ball ocarina: https://yle.fi/uutiset/3-10384357

Pub night in Helsinki
Time: Wed 13.12.2019 at 6pm-9pm

Place: Thirsty Scholar, Fabianinkatu 37, 00170 Helsinki (200 meters from the "big white church")
Contact: Juha-Matti Huusko, tel. +358405282815 (will join the event)

FB-event: https://www.facebook.com/events/2752157744802664/

Organized by: Helsinki university PhD student association "Hyvit" and Aalto university PhD student

association "Aallonhuiput"

Would you like to help organizing UEFDSA events in Helsinki? Contact: aritervashonka@hotmail.com


https://sykett�.fi/
https://www.tokmanni.fi/salibandypallo-3kpl-varillinen-6419675222558
https://www.tokmanni.fi/salibandymaila-95-cm-6419675223395
https://yle.fi/uutiset/3-10384357
https://www.facebook.com/events/2752157744802664/
aritervashonka@hotmail.com
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By Rowmika Ravi
Dept. of Internal Med
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Advertisement prices

If you want to publish advertisements at a fair price contact us with your
advertisement at uefdsa@protonmail . com

For the next newspaper For the next 3 newspapers Long term

(regular price) (ota 3, maksa 2) (at least 3 newspapers)
Size A5 70€ Size A5 140 € Size A5 46.60 € /newspaper
Size A6 30 € Size A6 60 € Size A6 20 € / newspaper
Size A7 15€ Size A7 30€ Size A7 10€ / newspaper
Size A8 10€ Size A8 20 € Size A8 6.60 € /newspaper
Size A9 5 € Size A9 10 € Size A9 3.30€ /newspaper

Full page size advertisements are negotiable.

e UEFDSA newspaper supports itself. It is not done with membership fees.
e Of the advertisement money, 70 % goes to expenses of writers and magazine.

A5

A4
AT
A6
Buy an ad For example, this Osta mainos. Esimerkiksi Kop en annons. Till exem-
A9 ad costs 5€. Moreover, tama A9-kokoinen mainos pel, den hir A9 annonsen
if you post this ad for every maksaa 5€. Kuukausittainen kostar 5€. Ménatliga priset ar
issue, it is only 3.30€/month. hinta 3.30€/kk. 3.30€/ménat.
Contact: uefdsa@ Ota yhteyttd: uefdsa@ Vinligen kontakta oss:

protonmail.com protonmail.com uefdsa@protonmail . com



uefdsa@protonmail.com
uefdsa@protonmail.com
uefdsa@protonmail.com
uefdsa@protonmail.com
uefdsa@protonmail.com
uefdsa@protonmail.com
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LEARN FROM WHERE
EVER YOU ARE

By ARI J. TERVASHONKA

The writer of this blog text
is working as PhD researcher in
the area of history of physics with
a scholarship from the Finnish
Academy of Science and Letters at
UEF.

At the beginning, the trip to
Moldova was planned as a holiday
but something else came up. After
one month, I had performed lec-
tures in three different Moldovan
Universities concerning seven dif-
ferent fields of study. That esca-
lated quickly. . .

What happened? I was going
for a month of hiatus to Moldova
with some of the materials of my re-
search with only a plan to give one
or maybe two lectures in method-
ology, but ever since I went to
Moldova it was more broader chal-
lenge for any academic lecturer.
The end of the summer in Moldova
was slower than in Finland, food
was good and the social environ-
ment was very optimal for the
critical methodological develop-
ment. With the kind help of An-
drei Cusco, I got introduced to
two open-minded professors from
State University and the State Ped-
agogical University of Moldova. 1
offered to give methodological lec-
tures in qualitative fields of study
to these Universities and later on
other Moldovan Universities in the
capital city Chisindu.

Lecturing on interdisci-
plinary themes and an educa-
tional cigar break One of the
most enjoyable experiences was

the first lecture at the conference of
anthropology at State University.
I was asked to give a lecture on
the topic of complexity issues in
harder subjects and to perform it
as the interdisciplinary lecture on
methodological philosophy and
the future of anthropology.

Although there were some
language barriers and technical
usual workaround when it comes
to presentation apparatuses we
dwell into two hours of method-
ological scrutiny of interdisci-
plinary problems of interpretation,
scientific criteria, deconstruction
and discussed on many occasions
about the problematics of spe-
cific methodological problems pre-
sented by the staff and students.
The audience was staff members
and students from three different
fields of study and sometimes it
was necessary to clear the logic
of why this kind of approach is
methodologically valid or interest-
ing. The interpretation was one of
the key issues that were interesting
to everyone involved.

Afterwards, several of us gath-
ered for a spontaneous cigar break
to continue the themes. It is note-
worthy that on many occasions it
is not just the lecture itself, but
also the after time and the willing-
ness to spend time with the issues
afterward official time that help
intuitive learning.

20 minutes of speech, 6 min-
utes comment In the last lecture,
just two days before leaving the
country [ participated again in
a rather multidisciplinary confer-
ence. The subjects were varying
from Europe studies to journalism,
international studies and the study
of politics. The interests were very

similar but the results and method-
ological considerations were differ-
ent. Since my group consisted of a
more veteran audience, I modified
the presentation for more challeng-
ing issues of systematic analysis.
These modifications were met with
the joy and interest of practitioners
of science who were interested in
the possibilities of analytical tools.
It was also interesting to see that
despite workshops usually are very
tight on time, on several occasions
timings were regularly just ignored
for the sake of science. Longest
comment on the 20 minutes lecture
of Soviet influences and develop-
ment of those influences was met
with by one of the veterans of the
subject and the comment was over
6 minutes long. Now can you imag-
ine anything similar in Finland?

What UEF can learn from
Moldovan educators and re-
searchers? It was good to see and
experience again a different culture
of doing science. People worked
very long hours, usually more than
8, to meet the demands of the work,
but at the same time, the attitude
towards discussions was more re-
laxed. On one occasion, while I
was waiting for the dean of fac-
ulty, one professor kept company
with me in French. Despite we
could not speak the same language
we managed to use a translator
and occasionally someone trans-
lated a few arguments when they
came to meet this professor. I was
very humbled and enthusiastic by
this kind of understanding of sci-
ence as an incremental develop-
ment and the humane atmosphere.
Even those faculty deans and pro-
fessors who could not speak with
me without translators handshake
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me whenever meeting at the hall-
ways.

I think UEF could be one of
the best Universities in the world
if we could entail these humane
practices and reasoning to our cul-
tural habits and further the under-
standing of the nature of academic

development as an incremental pro-
cess. The reason why this matters
is the development of intuition and
character of those people who will
leave after studying in UEF. It is
not the lectures, books or subject
matter only, it is the incrementally
developed skills that we carry our

entire life after studying here. For
those humane conduct and deep
understanding of the human condi-
tion is one of the biggest criteria
for any teacher of students. Hu-
mane kindness and pedagogics go
hand in hand.

UEFDSA 2019

To join as a member in UEFDSA, you need to
e be a PhD student in UEF

e pay a 10€ membership fee once

o fill a membership application form

Miia Hurskainen chair
Ari J. Tervashonka vice chair . .
. . . More information at:
Bukunmi Akinwunmi  secretary
Juha-Matti Huusko treasurer

Hasan Sohail
Katarzyna Wisniewska

events manager
social media

(Kasia) coordinator
Kenneth Muhumuza material manager
Katinka Kéayhko associate

http://www.uef fi/fi/web/dsa/membership

Also non-members are welcome to join our events.
From non-members, we usually collect a 2€ fee to
cover for the snacks present, if any.

Scary stories

e The only copy of your manuscript

dies with your hard drive.

e You send your samples to DNA
sequencing, but they are lost in the
mail.

e You are waiting to get your grant
to your account, but the money will
not arrive. You seem to have given
the foundation a wrong bank ac-
count number.

e While reading your recently ap-
peared paper about differential
equations, you find a mistake in
the proof.

¢ You wake up to your phone ring-
ing. It is your student calling you
from the classroom.

o After getting many answers to
your questionnaire, you find that

half of them are from bots.

o After a Christmas party, you
wake up next to your professor,
who is snoring. You have a huge
head ache but no idea what hap-
pened during the night.

Grim reaper with his skythe.

Mr. Pumpkin
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